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I believe we can get a state defined by the 
end of my Presidency, and we’ll work hard 
to achieve that objective. I had conversations 
with Prime Minister Olmert and others in 
his Government to that effect. I will have 
conversations with President Abbas and peo-
ple in his Government tonight. 

Every one of these meetings helps advance 
the process. Every one of these meetings 
helps us inch toward the goal of getting a 
state defined with borders and the refugee 
issue as well as security concerns defined by 
the end of my Presidency. And I believe we 
can do that, and I know it’s going to be im-
portant for the peace in the Middle East. 

John [John McKinnon, Wall Street Jour-
nal], yes. 

Saudi Arabia/Oil Production 
Q. Mr. President, can you talk a little bit 

more about your meetings with officials in 
Saudi Arabia? And are you satisfied with the 
response that they gave you on oil? 

President Bush. Look, my—with—His 
Majesty is—he kindly called in the Energy 
Minister, who, I think, was in Korea. And 
the man flew back to talk with us. I said very 
plainly, I said, you’ve got to be concerned 
about the effects of high oil prices on some 
of the biggest customers in the world. And 
not only that, of course, high energy prices 
is going to cause countries like mine to accel-
erate our move toward alternative energy. 

And as the Minister said yesterday, that 
Saudi Arabia, this year, has increased the 
number of barrels of oil per day by 300,000 
a day, and they’re increasing refining capac-
ity, which is not enough. It’s something, but 
it doesn’t solve our problem. Our problem 
in America gets solved when we aggressively 
go for domestic exploration. Our problem in 
America gets solved if we expand our refining 
capacity, promote nuclear energy, and con-
tinue our strategy for the advancement of al-
ternative energies as well as conservation. 

And one of the interesting things about 
American politics these days is, those who 
are screaming the loudest for increased pro-
duction from Saudi Arabia are the very same 
people who are fighting the fiercest against 
domestic exploration, against the develop-
ment of nuclear power, and against expand-
ing refining capacity. And so I was pleased 

that they had increased production by 
300,000. But I’m also realistic to say to the 
American people, we’ve got to do more at 
home, and we need a Congress who will be 
responsive to those requests. 

Thank you all very much for your interest. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:14 p.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency Sharm El Sheikh. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Mohamed Hosni Muba-
rak of Egypt; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of 
Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) 
of the Palestinian Authority; and King Abdallah 
bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud and Minister of Petro-
leum and Mineral Resources Ali Ibrahim al-Naimi 
of Saudi Arabia. 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 17, 2008 

Good morning. I’m speaking to you from 
the Middle East, where Laura and I are on 
a trip to Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. 

When Air Force One touched down at Ben 
Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, I was greeted 
by Israel’s President and Prime Minister. I 
joined them in celebrating an historic mile-
stone, Israel’s 60th anniversary as an inde-
pendent nation. And I assured them that 
Israel could count on America as a strong 
and steady ally long into the future. 

During our visit, I had conversation with 
Israel’s leaders about their efforts to forge 
peace with the Palestinians and our shared 
belief that a peace agreement is possible this 
year. I also had the opportunity to address 
members of the Knesset, Israel’s elected leg-
islature. I reminded these democratic leaders 
that America was the first nation in the world 
to recognize Israel’s independence. I told 
them that 60 years later, America is proud 
to be Israel’s best friend in the world. I re-
affirmed the principles that make our alli-
ance strong: a love of liberty, a devotion to 
justice, and a respect for human dignity. And 
I said that standing firm on these ideals is 
the surest way to defeat the extremists and 
build a future of peace for people throughout 
the Middle East. 

For Laura and me, this visit to Israel was 
an especially moving experience. We toured 
the Bible Lands Museum, saw the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, and visited Masada, an inspiring 
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shrine to Jewish courage and sacrifice in the 
first century. From the window of our hotel 
room, we had a magnificent view of the Old 
City of Jerusalem, home to some of the holi-
est sites in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
And on our final morning in the city, we met 
some of Israel’s young people, talented and 
hopeful citizens who gave me confidence in 
Israel’s future. 

On Friday, we visited another of America’s 
friends in the Middle East, Saudi Arabia. I 
had a series of productive meetings with King 
Abdallah at his farm. We celebrated the 75th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations between 
the United States and Saudi Arabia. We re-
affirmed our shared objectives of peace in 
the Holy Land, a secure and united Iraq, and 
a sovereign, independent Lebanon that is 
free of outside interference. We talked about 
oil production and gasoline prices. We dis-
cussed the King’s efforts to diversify his na-
tion’s economy and the importance of polit-
ical reform. And I thanked him for Saudi 
Arabia’s strong commitment to fighting ter-
ror. 

Our final stop is Egypt, where we are vis-
iting the beautiful resort city of Sharm el- 
Sheikh. I am meeting with a number of key 
leaders from the region, including President 
Mubarak of Egypt, President Abbas of the 
Palestinian Authority, King Abdullah of Jor-
dan, President Karzai of Afghanistan, Prime 
Minister Gilani of Pakistan, and several sen-
ior officials from Iraq’s democracy. 

I will also address the World Economic 
Forum in the Middle East. I will stress the 
importance of building dynamic and diverse 
economies that unleash the creativity and en-
terprise of citizens throughout the region, es-
pecially women and young people. I will 
make clear that the only way to ensure true 
prosperity is to expand political and eco-
nomic freedom. And I will urge leaders 
across the region to reject spoilers, such as 
the regimes in Iran and Syria, move past old 
grievances, and embrace the changes nec-
essary for a day when societies across the 
Middle East are based on justice, tolerance, 
and freedom. 

Reaching that day will not be easy. But 
with continued leadership from America and 
our friends in the region, I am confident that 
it can happen. And when that day arrives, 

the Middle East will be more hopeful, the 
world will be more peaceful, and the Amer-
ican people will be more secure. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7 p.m. on 
May 15 at the King David Hotel in Jerusalem, 
Israel, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 17. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on May 16 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. Due to the 7-hour 
time difference, the radio address was broadcast 
after the President’s meeting with President 
Karzai and before his meeting with President 
Abbas in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. In his address, 
the President referred to President Shimon Peres 
and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel; and 
King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi 
Arabia. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Mahmoud Abbas of the 
Palestinian Authority in Sharm el- 
Sheikh 
May 17, 2008 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
for your time, and thank you for your cour-
age. 

We talked about two issues primarily. 
First, I do want to discuss Lebanon. The 
President is deeply concerned about Leb-
anon, the fate of the Siniora Government, 
as am I. We’re concerned about radical ele-
ments undermining the democracy. It is clear 
that Hizballah, which has been funded by 
Iran, can no longer justify its position as a 
defender against Israel when it turns on its 
own people. This is a defining moment. It’s 
a moment that requires us to stand strongly 
with the Siniora Government and to support 
the Siniora Government. And the President 
was quite articulate about his concerns. And 
I appreciate you sharing your strategy with 
me. 

And then we talked, of course, about the 
Palestinian state. I told the President that I 
am absolutely committed to working with he 
and his negotiators, as well as the Israelis, 
to get a state defined. And I do so for a cou-
ple of reasons. One, it breaks my heart to 


